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States for its long-term support and eco-
nomic assistance. The two Presidents agreed 
that the establishment of a free, democratic 
Iraq is important to democracy, peace and 
stability in the Middle East and the United 
Nations should play a leading role in the 
process. 

The two Presidents agreed to actively pro-
mote bilateral trade and investment and 
noted signing of the United States-Mongolia 
Trade and Investment Framework Agree-
ment during President Bagabandi’s visit. The 
Presidents expressed the hope that this 
would lead in due course to a closer bilateral 
economic and trade relationship. 

The two Presidents recognized that a U.S.- 
Mongolia relationship based on mutual re-
spect and equitable partnership is in the na-
tional interest of both countries. They 
pledged to deepen and strengthen this im-
portant relationship and to work together to 
promote global freedom, peace, democracy 
and prosperity. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting Legislation To 
Implement the United States- 
Morocco Free Trade Agreement 
July 15, 2004 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I am pleased to transmit legislation and 

supporting documents prepared by my Ad-
ministration to implement the United States- 
Morocco Free Trade Agreement (the 
‘‘Agreement’’ or the ‘‘FTA’’). This Agreement 
enhances our bilateral relationship with a 
longstanding partner in the North Africa and 
Middle East region. The Agreement will 
benefit the people of the United States and 
Morocco, illustrating to other developing 
countries the advantages of open markets. 

This Agreement is a strong demonstration 
of my Administration’s commitment to open-
ing markets, leveling the playing field, and 
expanding opportunities for American work-
ers, manufacturers, businesses, farmers, and 
consumers. In negotiating this Agreement, 
my Administration was guided by the negoti-

ating objectives set out in the Trade Act of 
2002. The Agreement will expand Morocco’s 
market for U.S. manufactured goods, agricul-
tural products, services, and investment. As 
soon as this Agreement enters into force, tar-
iffs will be eliminated on virtually all manu-
factured goods traded between our countries. 

The Agreement provides U.S. producers 
of beef, poultry, wheat, corn, soybeans, and 
other agriculture products with increased ac-
cess to Morocco’s market, while comple-
menting Morocco’s agriculture reform pro-
gram. In addition, the Agreement provides 
the opportunity for U.S. producers to adjust 
to increased imports from Morocco, if nec-
essary. 

New opportunities for U.S. services firms 
will be opened, U.S. investment will be pro-
tected, and U.S. companies will be able to 
participate in government procurement op-
portunities on the same basis as Moroccan 
firms. This Agreement has some of the 
strongest intellectual property protections 
ever contained in a U.S. trade agreement 
with a developing country. 

The United States and Morocco have 
agreed to cooperate on environment and 
labor issues and to establish mechanisms sup-
porting those efforts. Negotiation of this 
Agreement has promoted adoption of a new 
labor law in Morocco. This Agreement has 
also helped lead to improved domestic envi-
ronmental laws in Morocco, and a number 
of additional cooperative projects have been 
identified for future work. 

The approval of this Agreement will be an-
other important step in implementing our 
plan for a broader Middle East Free Trade 
Area. Indeed, this Agreement offers the 
United States an opportunity to encourage 
economic reform in a moderate Muslim na-
tion, as we have done with the Jordan FTA 
and the recently concluded Bahrain FTA. 
Leaders in Morocco support a reformist and 
tolerant vision that includes free parliamen-
tary elections, the sale of state-owned busi-
nesses, the encouragement of foreign invest-
ment that can be connected to broad-based 
development, and better protection of the 
rights of women and workers. It is strongly 
in the interests of the United States to em-
brace these reforms and do what we can to 
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encourage them. Passing this Agreement is 
a critical step in that direction. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 15, 2004. 

Remarks at the National Training 
Conference on Human Trafficking in 
Tampa, Florida 
July 16, 2004 

Thanks for the warm welcome. Thanks a 
lot, John, for your service and your kind in-
troduction. 

It’s always good to be with Jeb. [Laughter] 
He’s a great brother and a fine Governor. 
And I know my daughter Barbara, who is 
traveling with me today, is proud of her 
Uncle Jeb. Thanks for coming, Barbara. 
We’re glad you’re here. 

I appreciate you inviting me to this impor-
tant conference. Human trafficking is one of 
the worst offenses against human dignity. 
Our Nation is determined—determined—to 
fight that crime abroad and at home. And 
that’s what we’re here to talk about today. 
I am especially pleased that Jeb has today 
signed into law a bill making the sexual traf-
ficking of minors a felony in the State of Flor-
ida. I appreciate his leadership. 

I want to thank Claude Allen, the Deputy 
Secretary of the Department of Health and 
Human Services, for joining us today. Hey, 
Claude. Thank you for coming. Paula 
Dobriansky, who is the Under Secretary of 
the Department of State—thank you, Paula, 
for your dedicated service. Asa Hutchinson 
is the Under Secretary of the Department 
of Homeland Security—thanks. 

In order to make sure the Federal laws 
we’re going to discuss are enforced, you’ve 
got to have good, strong U.S. attorneys 
around the United States. Paul Perez is a 
strong U.S. attorney here in Tampa. Paul, 
thank you for being here. I appreciate your 
coming. 

I want to thank all the State and local folks 
who are here, the local officials and the local 
law enforcement officials. I appreciate the 
faith-based and community organizations 

who are here. Thanks for your compassion 
and your love. 

I met Lan Pham today when I got to the 
airport. Where are you, Lan? Oh, there she 
is. You’d have thought you’d have got a better 
seat than that. But there she is. [Laughter] 

The reason why Lan came out to greet me 
at Air Force One is she volunteers 5 days 
a week at Catholic Charities. She is a soldier 
in the Army of Compassion. She is a re-
minder that the greatest strength of this 
country is the heart and souls of our fellow 
citizens, people who are willing to help peo-
ple who hurt. Lan is such an example. She 
is involved with the rescuing of innocent vic-
tims that have been brought here and have 
been harmed. You know, the great strength 
of America is the fact that we’ve got millions 
of our fellow citizens who heed a call to love 
their neighbor just like they’d like to be loved 
themselves—on an hourly basis—and Lan is 
such a person. 

I am honored to be with the courageous 
men and women who are serving on the 
frontlines in the fight against human traf-
ficking. You’ve got a tough job, but it’s a nec-
essary job. You’re hunting down the traf-
fickers. You’re serving justice by putting 
them behind bars. You’re liberating captives, 
and you’re helping them recover from years 
of abuse and trauma. The lives of tens of 
thousands of innocent women and children 
depend on your compassion. They depend 
upon your determination, and they depend 
upon your daily efforts to rescue them from 
misery and servitude. You are in a fight 
against evil, and the American people are 
grateful for your dedication and service. 

Human life is the gift of our Creator, and 
it should never be for sale. It takes a special 
kind of depravity to exploit and hurt the most 
vulnerable members of society. Human traf-
fickers rob children of their innocence; they 
expose them to the worst of life before they 
have seen much of life. Traffickers tear fami-
lies apart. They treat their victims as nothing 
more than goods and commodities for sale 
to the highest bidder. 

Worldwide, at least 600,000 to 800,000 
human beings are trafficked across inter-
national borders each year. Of those, it is be-
lieved that 80 percent are women and girls 
and that 70 percent of them were forced into 
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